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SUBJECT: GOY MEDIATION EPPORT IN SUDANESE-ETHOPIAN DISPUTE 

REF: A. KHARTOUM 528 (NOTAL ) 

B. BELGRADE 838 (NOTAL) 

C. KHARTOUM 329 

1. RADIO BELGRADE ANNOUNCED FEB 22 THAT ETHIOPIAN "VICE PRES" 

ABATE WILL PAY "FRIENDLY AND OPPICIAL" VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA 
PEB 24-28. THOUGH REPORTED SUBJECT OF COMING TALKS LIMITED 
TO "BILATERAL RELATIONS AND CURRENT INTERNATIONAL MATTERS", 
CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE DEVOTED TO 
ERITREAN SITUATION AND ETHIOPIAN-SUDANESE DISPUTE. ABATE 
VISIT APPEARS A CONTINUATION OF GOY EFFORT TO MEDIATE BETWEEN 
EPMG AND KHARTOUM, AN EFPORT MOST RECENTLY EVIDENCED IN 
PONSEC MINIC'S JAN 22-25 VISIT TO ADDIS (REP B), MINIC’S 

PEB 14 STOP AT KHARTOUM AIRPORT FOR BRIEF TALKS WITH 
ACTING SUDANESE FONMIN DENG (REP A) AND PEB 16 STATE- 
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MENT BY SUDANESE POMIN SAID (REPORTED BY UPI, CAIRO) 

WELCOMING MEDIATION EPPORT BY "FRIENDLY" YUGOSLAVIA. 

2. IN VIEW OP SAID'S FEB 16 STATEMENT AND TO FIND OUT 
HOW SUDANESE HERE APPRAISE NOT ONLY THEIR RELATIONS 
WITH GOY BUT YUGOSLAV-ETHIOPIAN TIES, EMBOFP CALLED ON 
SUDANESE EMBOFP AHMED SALIH PEB 18. SALIH, WHO WORKED 
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IN FOMINISTRY IN KHARTOUM PRIOR ASSIGNMENT TO BELGRADE 
ONE MONTH AGO, SAID IMMEDIATE FOCUS OF GOY'S EFFORT 
APPEARS TO BE ON CONVINCING THE DIRGUE OF THE NECESSITY 
OF GRANTING THE ERITREANS A LARGE DEGREE OF AUTONOMY, 
ALBIET WITHIN ETHIOPIAN STATE. THE ERITREANS, SALIH 
CLAIMED, ARE AT PRESENT PREPARED TO ACCEPT A "FEDERAL" 
RELATIONSHIP WITH ADDIS OF AFOREMENTIONED TYPE. THE 
FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM HAS BEEN ADAMANT OPPOSITION OF 
VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE DIRGUE TO ANY SIGNIEICANT 
CONCESSION TO THE ERITREANS, BUT, HE ADDED, THERE HAS 
OF LATE BEEN POSITIVE MOVEMENT WITHIN THE DIRGUE TOWARD 
RECONGINITION OF FACT THAT RESOLUTION OF PROBLEM DEMANDS 
GRANT OF SUBSTANTIAL AUTONOMY TO ERITREANS. SALIH 
AVERRED THAT RELATIVE INTENSITY OF RECENT YUGOSLAV 
ACTIVITY IS BASED ON GOY'S PERCEPTION THAT BALANCE OF 
POWER IN THE AREA, NECESSARY FOR ITS STABILITY, IS 
PRECARIOUS AT BEST AND TIPPING AGAINST THE ETHIOPIANS. 

SALIH APPEARED CONCERNED THAT YUGOSLAV-ETHIOPIAN 
RELATIONS MIGHT IN FACT BE SERVING AS CONDUIT FOR 
INCREASING SOVIET INFLUENCE IN ETHIOPIA. 

3. ON THE SUBJECT RAISED IN REF C, I.E., "POSSIBLE 
YUGOSLAV ARMS TO ANSAR EXILES", SALIH SAID ANSAR 
REBELS' SMALL ARMS ARE OF DIVERSE ORIGIN THROGH COME 
MAINLY FROM WESTERN EUROPE. HE NOTED THAT SUCH WEAPONS 
ARE READILY AVAILABLE TO ANSARS THROUGH INDEPENDENT 
"ARMS MERCHANTS". SALIH IMPLIED ANSARS ARE VIRTUALLY 
SWIMMING IN LIBYAN FUNDS. HEAVY ARMAMENTS, HE ADDED, 

ARE OF SOVIET MAKE AND PROVIDED BY AND THROUGH LIBYA. 
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SAILH SAID HE DOUBTED ANY SIZEABLE NUMBER OF ANSAR 
WEAPONS WERE OE YUGOSLAV ORIGIN, CLAIMING THAT NONE OF 
ANSAR WEAPONS CONFISCATED IN WAKE OF LAST SUMMER'S 
UNSUCCESSFUL COUP ATTEMPT IN KHARTOUM WERE YUGOSLAV. 

HE RELIEVED GOY ASSISTANCE TO EPMG IS ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY 
ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL AND DEVOID OF ANY SIGNIFICANT 
MILITARY COMPONENT. LATTER COMMENT IS IN CONTRAST TO 
THAT OF ETHIOPIAN DIP HERE REPORTED REF B, PARA 5. 

4. COMMENT: WHETHER SUDANESE ARE SUSPICIOUS THAT 
YUGOSLAVIA'S ACTIVE INTEREST IN ETHIOPIA OF LATE MAY 
HAVE SOME SOVIET CONNECTION WE WOULD, OF COURSE, LEAVE 
TO KHARTOUM'S JUDGMENT. THAT SUCH A CONNECTION IN FACT 
EXISTS WE CONSIDER DOUBTEUL. WHILE YUGOSLAVS UNDOUBTEDLY 
WISH TO INCREASE "PROGRESSIVE", SOCIALIST INELUENCE IN 

THE HORN, WE SUSPECT THEY WOULD NOT ENCOURAGE GROWTH IN 
SOVIET PRESENCE PER SE. 

YORK 
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